HISTORICAL ARGUMENT # 1
Fact/Opinion/Argument

 FIRST TASK:  (Set the stage for the argument.)
1) Plan the writing by making a list of what you would include for an intelligent but uninformed reader.

a) Make sure all items on your list are true.

b) Make sure all items on your list are relevant.

c) Make sure all items on your list are important.

d) Make sure all items on your list are prioritized.

2) Write a paragraph describing life in colonial America using the above list.
SECOND TASK:  (Turn the prompt into a thesis statement.)  

To what extent was democracy developed in colonial America?

1) Turn the above question into a statement.

2) Example:  Though there were some democratic elements in Puritan New England, their rigid religious and social views prohibited democracy from flourishing.
THIRD TASK:  (Prove the thesis with a well supported body paragraph.)
1) The most common mistake students make when required to make an argument is a restatement of the facts.  Do not simply restate the facts.

2) Restating your opinion is not an argument either.

3) An argument has the following:

a) Position Statement:  The position statement is a because statement.  (Example: Democracy was significantly developed because . . .  )

b) Evidence:  The evidence is a fact that analysis/commentary turns into support for the thesis.
c) Analysis/Commentary:  This shows how your evidence supports your opinion.

d) Clincher Statement:  This is a carefully crafted closing statement that pulls together all arguments.
Paper is to be typewritten, double-spaced, Times New Roman font and follow MLA format.  Due
Looking forward to your arguments!!!

